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Introduction

The Korean Peninsula—which includes the Republic of Korea (ROK; also as known as South
Korea) and Democratic Republic of Korea (DPRK; also as known as North Korea)—has been a volatile
region since been the nineteenth century. The situation in this region involves a bifurcated country still
legally at war with each other, a fragile peace between the two now-separate countries, a controversy
over the development of potentially dangerous nuclear developments, and the clashing political and
economic ideologies. The “frozen conflict” of the Korean Peninsula has prompted both domestic and
international concerns many times, especially when North Korea’s nuclear missile development and
political instability is realized to have dangerous ramifications. Prospects of reconciliation stir feebly

every now and then, but nothing so far has been able to bring the two countries back together again.

Caption #1: Map of the Korean Peninsula
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Caption #2: Flag of the Republic of Korea

Caption #3: Flag of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

Definition of Key Terms

Korean Peninsula

The Korean Peninsula is composed of the two Korean states: the South (ROK) and the North
(DPRK). These two countries have been divided by the 38th Parallel (north) since 1953 (end of the
Korean War). To the north, the peninsula borders the Yalu and the Tumen rivers, which separate DPRK
from its neighbor countries, China and Russia. From the rivers, the peninsula extends southwards for
approximately 1,1000 km (684 miles) to its southernmost island, the Jeju island. The Korean Peninsula
is surrounded by three seas: the East Sea (also called the Japan Sea) to its east, the East China Sea to
the south, and the Yellow Sea to the west. With a total area of 220,847 km? (85,270 sq mi), the Korean
Peninsula has a total of 8,460 km of coastline and includes 3,579 islands.

Maritime borders

Borders in the waters (seas and oceans). Disputes near these borders are common between the

two Koreas.
Nuclear weaponry

Explosive weapons with destructive forces from nuclear reactions, either fission or a combination

of fission and fusion.
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Poverty

Condition of living under the poverty line, where a person’s income is not sufficient to afford basic
human needs such as clean water, food, nutrition, shelter, clothes, and health care.

Human rights

Basic rights and freedoms to which all humans, regardless of gender, religion, race, and
political/social opinions, are entitled to. These rights are listed in the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1948.
Environmental sustainability

Capacity to endure and maintain the well-being of the natural environment of the world and its

resources.

General Overview

Korea as one unified nation (2333 BCE - 1945 CE)

The Republic of Korea and Demacratic Republic of Korea were once a united Korea that split in
1945 just after the country gained its independence from Japan at the end of WWII. Before Korea
became two separate states, culture flourished and peace was relatively prominent in comparison to
today’s two Koreas, albeit many overthrows, conquering, and invasions that have occurred throughout

the region’s history.
From the Era of the Three Kingdoms of Korea to the Era of the Korean Empire

The early Korean peninsula was dominated by three kingdoms: Korguryo, Paekche, and
Silla. The early Korguryo kingdom was overthrown by Silla, and later by Paekche. The North
South States period that followed saw peaceful coexistence between Paekche and Silla which
occupied the Korean Peninsula and Manchuria. However, as Silla became more powerful by
gaining prestige in successfully repelling Chinese invasions and expanding its territory, the
kingdom spread across Korea and this eventually established the first united state in the Korean
Peninsula. The fall of unified Silla marked the beginning of the later Three Kingdoms Period,
which ended with the establishment of the Goryeo Dynasty, where Korea defended itself against
Khitans and Mongols. The next Dynasty, the Joseon Dynasty, saw much foreign action outside
the peninsula, hence decided to close its kingdom to foreign countries, fearing the possibility of

being overthrown.
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Caption #4: Maps showing The Three Kingdoms of Korea

Joseon Dynasty and the Korean Empire (1392 CE — 1910 CE)

The Joseon Dynasty was dubbed as the “Hermit Kingdom” for its harsh isolationist
policies, mostly due to the repeated invasions of their peninsula by Japan, Qing (of China), and
Manchuria in the sixteenth and seventeenth century. Wracked by internal social and political
strife, the “Hermit Kingdom” was greatly weakened even within its isolationist policies. Thus,
Japan was able to secure the Treaty of Shimonoseki in 1895 after the First Sino-Japanese War.
The treaty effectively secured Joseon independence from the Qing Dynasty in China and allowed
it to become a tributary of Japan. The empire also shed its old name, Joseon, and adopted its
formal name, the Korean Empire, in 1897, establishing the Korean Peninsula’s first sovereign
nation. As Korea’s first sovereign state and last royal dynasty, The Korean Empire and the
Joseon Dynasty left a noticeable impression on the modern-day Koreas. It is important to note
the interest of other kingdoms in Korea around this time—China wanted Korea as a potential
gateway to invade Japan, while Japan wanted Korea to create a line of defense. Also, Korea’s

natural resources made Korea an attractive area for future colonization.

Finally, jn 1910, the Japan-Korea Annexation Treaty was signed, and the Empire of Korea

became an official colony of the Empire of Japan.
Korea’s division
Korean Resistance under Japanese Rule

Movements for Korea’s Independence occurred at times as early as 1919, when the
March First Movement (Samil Movement) issued a Korean Declaration of Independence. This
gave rise to other forms of resistance, such as the setting up of the Provisional Government of
the Republic of Korea, the Battle of Qingshanli, and resistance to the Shéshi-kaimei which forced

Koreans to surrender their traditional family names.
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Caption #4: The March First Movement

World War Il and Japanese Surrender

Japan, though part of the Allies in World War |, signed the Tripartite Act in 1940 with Nazi
Germany and Fascist Italy, and became an Axis power. It first became engaged in World War I
by attacking the United States’ Pearl Harbor in 1941, an incident that brought the United States
into the war. After overwhelming itself with simultaneous offensives in Hong Kong (under British
rule), Malaysia, the Philippines, and Japan was finally forced to surrender to the Allies after the
United States bombed Hiroshima and Nagasaki with nuclear weapons in 1944. By the terms of
the Potsdam Treaty 1945, Emperor Hirohito announced over the radio on the 15" of August,
1945, that Japan had surrendered.

Caption #5: The Nuclear Bombing on the city of Hiroshima, 1944

At the Cairo Conference 1943, world powers met to discuss what would happen to
Japan’s empire. It was decided that the colonies under the Japanese rule be divided up among
the victorious Allies powers; Japan could keep her minor islands, but would lose Taiwan and
Korea. On September 8, 1945, Korea was—or so they say— temporarily divided into two
occupation zones at the 38" parallel. The United States of America occupied the Korean
peninsula south of the division line, controlling the capital Seoul, while the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics (USSR; Russia) occupied the area north of the line. Korea was now

“independent,” although under foreign trusteeship governments as to help gradually develop a
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provisional, independent Korean government in “due course.” No Korean experts were

consulted in this division and foreign occupation.
Problems with the “temporary” 38" parallel division
Creation of two ideologically competing governments

The Soviets were communists whose beliefs permeated the government of the North
through the Soviet Civil Authority. Eventually, the domestic, Soviet-friendly North Korean
Provisional P e o mf Kim sll-Suftige—Month tKoreas first dictator—would be
established in 1946.

The American forces, well-versed in their time-honored principles of democracy, occupied
South Korea and established a right-wing military government. General MacArthur, American
hero of World War Il, declared General John R. Hodge the minister of Korean affairs, who
refused to meet representatives from the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea that
was previously established to resist Japanese colonization, because he was wary of their
association with Communist ideals. The United States found an acceptable anti-communist
candidate, Syngman Rhee, to lead the country, who later became the first president of the

Republic of Korea when American forces left in 1948.
Political Instability

In Kim 1l-Sung’s Communist North Korean government, there were political contests
between office-seekers for government positions with power. Local officers of the “provisional”
governments were not doing much to benefit the country, but were instead seeking personal
benefit through confiscation of their people’s possessions. When the Soviets withdrew their
forces in 1948, North Korea was hardly any better off. Thus, when the country of North Korea
was formally established as the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, it immediately started to
spiral downwards in an endless cycle of corruption, denial, and instability that can still be seen

today.

South Korea was placed under military units. The American military units, mainly
uneducated in political affairs, chose unwisely to ignore the mainly-Japanese Korean
government and to situate pro-Japanese Koreans in the government. Because of this, the
government was torn between factions and was opposed by the people. Nonetheless, in 1948,

the Republic of Korea was formally established.
Disagreement over Economic Policies

The Soviets introduced land reform to North Korea early in 1946 through their command

economy. Land was taken from land owners and distributed to farmers, and the goal was
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communist “equality.” This also removed the possibility of political influence by the wealthy. While
popular amongst the famers, it caused many landowners and collaborators to turn against the

Communist regime.

The Americans, adhering to their belief in capitalism and tradition of laissez-faire,
opposed these tactics and pursued industrialization in the South (as Japan had concentrated
industry in the North and agriculture in the South).

Election Disagreements

Elections for one leader of the Korean Peninsula were scheduled to take place in 1947 by
the United Nations. However, the two provisional governments each claimed to have
sovereignty over the entire Korean peninsula, and the two top global powers were backing each
side with provisions and troops. Thus, political stalemate, a solution, was reached when North
Korea decided to boycott the elections. As a result, the United Nations then facilitated the

elections in South Korea, but could not extend its influence to North Korea.
The Korean War

Exacerbated by the influence of Cold War politics and opposition to communism, the
regional conflicts escalated and climaxed into a civil war of the two regimes, thus the beginning of
the Korean War (1950 - 1953.) Seen as a struggle between the two Koreas for control over the

entire peninsula, it was triggered by North Korea’s invasion of South Korea past the 38" parallel.

This conflict resulted in an armistice that guaranteed the formal separation of the two
Koreas by the three-mile DMZ (Demilitarized Zone.) Because it was only an armistice, the neither
side won, and are legally still at war with each other.

Nerth Xorean
Invasion
I o1 ircsion

38tn parallel

A Korea and the start of war, 1950.

Caption #6: The Map of the Korean War

MYMUN VII APQKP Research Report | Page 7 of 21



Malaysian Model United Nations

Development of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea post-Korean War
Politics

North Korea is a Communist country, as it has been ever since Russia helped establish
its government. The first regime would be that of Kim Sung-Il. Behind him were troops and
propagandists to glorify him as the “Supreme Leader,” showing the public his devotion to the
independence of Korea and expelling of the Japanese. A promoter of isolationism, Kim adhered
to this principle that of most other Communist countries have also adopted, the goal being self-
development and self-efficiency and thus ability to resist foreign social, political, economic, or
ideological invasions. With the help of the Soviets, Kim'’s country fared relatively well until the
help was withdrawn when the Soviets assumed Kim to take China’s side after the Sino-Russo
split of 1960.

When Kim [I-Sung died in 1994, he was succeeded by his son, Kim Jong-Il, who remains
the dictator today. While blatantly ignoring laws and using force whenever necessary to quell
dissention, the country has had an unhealthy political system since then. Military rule continues to
be the dominant force in North Korea, as the National Defense Commission was created and Kim
to be its commander. Kim is seen to have shown disregard to his people, as long as his pockets
and stomach were full. As a dictator with no desire to comply with the international community,
his development of nuclear weaponry and “brainwash” of its people by propaganda (to “protect”

its people from foreign influence) has prompted international concern.
Economy

Though having a post-independence boom, the economy of North Korea collapsed in
1990’s. There was no real “commerce” in Korea, as the majority of its state investment was in
heavy industry such as infrastructure and the military. Employment was found mostly in electrical
plants, steel plants, and machine development and building. Industrial boom caused by post-war
necessity was drowned in 1960’s when internal limitations, such as the lack of consumer goods,
and external forces, such as the withdrawal of Soviet aid after the Sino-Russo split. The fiscal
policies employed upon industries and military expenditure caused trade deficits that decreased
the nation’s credit and rendered its currency volatile. Combined with isolationism and foreign anti-
communist feelings, expansion of their economy into the global one was near impossible. North
Korea has also taken to borrow foreign capital and invest it in the military and mining industries,
where profit refuses to materialize and thus increases debt. The near-bankrupt regime now
cannot pay for its needed consumer goods that are not produced at home, and thus this
inefficiency contributes to the downward spiral of economic downturn. With its GDP decreasing
annually at a rate of 1.1%, the economic implications for its people are severe. Famine and
unemployment run rampant throughout the country without government service and stability, and

thus brings problems such as lack of education and poverty.
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International Relations

The international community has been growing more concerned with North Korea over
the years. Its erratic nature can be shown in signing and breaking agreements, such as the one
on the ban of nuclear development infrastructure. Superpowers such as the United States fear
the impact of North Korea’s nuclear weaponry, as its implications may involve war with South
Korea, where the United States has stationed troops. China fears the collapse of Kim Jong II's
regime, because it would mean an exodus of thousands of refugees into China.

Issues

Social issues such as religious repression have led to a questioning of North Korea’s
upholding of human rights. Because of its isolationist policy, it can be inferred and supported by
non-governmental organizations’ claims that unless the people conform to what the government
deemed as “correct” or “proper,” they could be subject to torture, imprisonment, or even
execution. While harsh conditions and torture galore in labor camps and prisons, rejection and

violation of human rights are a continual threat in North Korean society.

Poverty and hunger are problems that have persisted in North Korea ever since its
mainly-isolationist economy has failed to provide for its people. Large-scale famines that have
killed hundreds of millions have ravaged the country since the 1990’s, and the continual
deterioration of the standard of living promises worse famine to come. Due to its isolationist
policy, the curriculum offered to North Koreans are severely limited and does not provide

adequate education for well-paying jobs that may push up the poverty line.

Environmental sustainability seems to be far down the list on priorities in North Korea.
Natural resources such as oil are running out, and some are becoming increasing obsolete in
the rapidly industrializing world, thus cutting out North Korea’s hopes for economic stability.
Constant draining of oil and mining have caused environmental sustainability of the Korean
peninsula to be questionable, while what little industry North Korea has is constantly churning
out waste fuels and chemicals. Nuclear weaponry development also uses much electricity,

draining the nation of its resources while contributing to the issue of global warming.

North Korea has had nuclear weaponry since 2005, and tested its first missile in 2006.
The international uproar that has ensued since then included hurried arrangements for North
Korea to stop its nuclear development, as the world does not need another destructive war. Six-
Party Talks have been held between Japan, China, Russia, South Korea, the United States and
North Korea in attempts to control and curb North Korea’s nuclear ambitions, but so far without
much success. The North Korean violation of the Non-Proliferation Treaty (signed 1989)
contributes only partly to the failure of the talks. North Korea’s development of nuclear weapons
also grows distressingly alarming year after year: from missile Scud-D whose potential range
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could only reach South Korea to Taepodong-2, which can bring down half of Russia and also the
United States, it is essential that world powers bring down North Korea’s nuclear development.
Also, because North Korea uses one quarter of its GDP on nuclear development and not on
social welfare, controversy has sprung up about whether Kim should be given full reign of the

country’s affairs.

Caption #6: The representatives from the Six-Party Talks

The question of maritime peace and security has also given superpowers and the United
Nations considerable headaches. Numerous incidents have occurred, ranging from sunken spy
boats to large-scale fighting, such as the one in 1999. The continuation of the North-South
conflicts across this border has caused an alarming death toll over the years.

Development of the Republic of Korea post-Korean War
Politics

Though previously of an autocratic regime in the early stages of its independence after
the withdrawal of American forces, South Korea has stepped onto the world stage clothed in
democracy. With its eventual capitalist, liberal views, it has achieved relative political stability and

is evolving for the better.
Economy

With a GDP growth rate of 2.8% per year, South Korea’s economy has healthily flourished
with the help of international trade and commerce. South Korea’s exponential development of
technology has provided it with a firm economic foundation that North Korea desperately lacks,

and this foundation makes up for South Korea’s lack of natural resources.
International Relations

South Korea has not entered many internal disputes, and the international community is
relatively satisfied with South Korea’s development and policies. Its greatest enemy remains its
long-lost brother, North Korea. Maritime violence and verbal assaults between these two regimes

of the Korean Peninsula have erupted in the past and most certainly will continue.
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However, with the backing of the United States and other global superpowers, South
Korea has taken small, yet symbolic steps towards reconciliation with North Korea, seen in the
Sunshine Policy (1997).

Issues

Environmental sustainability, a problem that plagues many nations, is also a problem in
South Korea. Though South Korea needs not worry about being deprived of natural resources, as
it really does not have much, its ecological footprints still is an issue like in most industrial nations.
Carbon emissions and electrical consumption have increased much over the years, and thus is a

growing issue that is only exacerbated by today’s “modern” consumption concept.

Land disputes with its former enemies such as Japan and such as that of Liancourt Rocks
have also affected South Korea. However, with the help of the International Court of Justice in

the United Nations, this issue is under way to be resolved.

Timeline of Events

Maintaining peace and security in the Korean Peninsula

Date Description of event

Prehistory-1391 Several eras and kingdoms established and collapsed.

1392 The first king of the Joseon dynasty was crowned.

1592 The Japanese invasion of Korea begins. However, the invasion was repelled by
a Korean army.

1897 The Korean Empire declared.

1905 Japan declares Korea a protectorate, a state partly controlled by a stronger
state but autonomous (self-governing) in internal affairs.

1910 The beginning of the Japanese colonial rule in Korea. A Japanese officer was
made Korea’s Governor-General. Until Korean Independence, much rebellion
takes place in the Korean Peninsula against the Japanese rule.

1945 Japan surrenders to the Allies. Under the Potsdam Declaration, Korea gains
Independence. However, the peninsula is divided between the Soviet (in the
North) and American (in the South) occupation forces at 38th Parallel.

May 10, 1948 UN sponsored elections take place in South Korea.

August 15, 1948 Establishment of the Republic of Korea (in the South) with Syngman Rhee as
President.

August 25, 1948 Establishment of the Democratic Republic of Korea (in the North) with Kim II-

Sung as Premier.
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June 25, 1950

July 27, 1953
1956
1972
1965

Mid-1970s

March 4, 1975

1983

December 12, 1985
1988

September, 1990
May, 1991

September 27, 1991

December 31, 1991

January 30, 1992
February 19, 1992

May 4, 1992

October, 1992
February 9, 1993
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The Korean War begins, and North Korea invades the South. Seoul (South’s
capital) is captured within three days. The following months involve the UN
forces (supporting the South) and the Chinese forces (supporting the North).
Ceasefire achieved. The Korean War is halted and but the tension remains until
today.

North Korea sends 30 students to the Soviet Union to learn nuclear physics.

The first Red Cross talks held between the two states.

The Soviet Union helps build a nuclear research reactor in North Korea.

South Korea has three nuclear power reactors in operation and six under
construction, and the U.S. supplies enriched uranium.

Seoul proceeds with “the initial phases of nuclear weapons development
program.” South Korea’s President, Park Chung-Hee, pursues a secret program
to develop nuclear weapons until he is assassinated in 1979 b y a South Korean
CIA director.

North Korean agents plant bombs in Burma and kills 17 delegations from ROK
(including 4 ministers).

North Korea joins the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). However, it
delays a safeguards agreement with IAEA until the U.S. completes withdrawal of
nuclear weapons in South Korea.

South Korean government agrees to trade with North Korea.

The Prime Ministers hold a meeting.

DPRK joins the United Nations.

U.S. declares the withdrawal of nuclear weapons from the South. However, no
international inspectors verified the process.

The Two Koreas sign the South-North Joint Declaration on the Denuclearization
of the Korean Peninsula. They agree to use nuclear energy for peaceful
purposes only, and to not possess nuclear weapons or uranium enrichment
facilities.

DPRK concludes the safeguards agreement with the IAEA.

Two Koreas sign Agreement on Reconciliation, Non-Aggression, Exchanges
and Cooperation. Declaration on the Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula
goes into effect.

North Korea submits its inventory of nuclear materials to International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA). IAEA conducts inspections to verify North Korea’s
claims.

The US and South Korea announce joint military exercise against North Korea.
IAEA demands a special inspection of suspected sites of nuclear development

in the North. North rejects the request, claiming that they are military sites.
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April 1, 1993

December 29, 1993

March 1-15, 1994

June 13-18, 1994

July, 1994

October 21, 1994
September, 1996

June 13-15, 2000

September 25, 2000
October 9-12, 2000
March, 2001

June, 2002

August, 2002

September, 2002
October 16, 2002

January, 2003
August 27-29, 2003
June 23-24, 2004
February 10, 2005
June 4-5, 2006
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IAEA declares that North Korea is not in compliance with its safeguards
agreement, and reports to the UN Security Council.

North Korea decides to allow IAEA inspections at seven declared cites to
maintain its safeguards agreement.

IAEA inspects the North again, and concludes that it can’t determine the
possibility of nuclear material presence since its last inspection.

North Korea withdraws from IAEA, and U.S. drafts a resolution to the UN
Security Council to put sanctions against North Korea. At the end, Former
President Jimmy Carter visits North Korea and reaches a tentative nuclear
agreement with DPRK President. North Korea agrees to stop its nuclear
activities.

Kim Jung |l takes control of North Korea upon the death of his father (Kim I
Sung).

The U.S. and North Korea sign the “Agreed Framework” accord.

A North Korea spy submarine invades into South Korea’s east coast. 13 South
Korean soldiers and civilians and 24 North Koreans are killed.

The first summit between the two leaders (Kim Dae Jung from ROK; Kim Jung Il
from DPRK) for three days in Pyongyang (DPRK’s capital). They agree to
cooperate for reunification in the future and to arrange reunions of families
separated during the Korean War.

Defense ministers of the Koreas meet for talks.

U.S.-DPRK Joint Communique is issued.

The Bush Administration’s first foreign policy to suspend dialogue with North
Korea takes place.

Violence in the Yellow Sea between the two navies. 4 South Koreans died and
13 North Korean sailors were killed. DPRK issues a statement of regret in the
following month.
Meeting between two ministers, who agreed to build a cross-border
infrastructure.

The first family reunions take place.

U.S. claims North Korea’s secretive nuclear weapon development program after
the return of the Assistant Secretary of State from his visit to Pyongyang. North
Korea denies the claim.

North Korea asks IAEA inspectors to leave, and fully withdraws from the NPT.
First Six-Party Talks is held in Beijing to resolve the North’s nuclear issue.

Third Six-Party Talks in Beijing where the U.S. presents a proposal.

North Korea declares that it manufactured nuclear weapons for self-defense.

North Korea test fires seven ballistic missiles. Japan and South Korea punishes
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the North by imposing sanctions and stopping food and fertilizer assistance.
July 15, 2006 The UN Security Council adopts Resolution 1695 which condemns North’s

missile launches.

October 9, 2006 North Korea conducts an underground nuclear test near the village of P’'unggye.
October 14, 2006 The UN Security Council adopts Resolution 1718.
October 2-4, 2007 The second summit between the leaders (new President, Roh Moo-hyun,

represents ROK).

March 11, 2009 North Korean Authorities inform the International Maritime Organization (IMO)
and the International Civil Aviation (ICA) that it will launch a satellite vehicle in
April.

April 5, 2009 North Korea launches the rocket.

April 13-14, 2009 The UN Security Council condemns the North’s action and calls for

strengthening the penalties mentioned in Resolution 1718. In response, the
North withdraws from the Six-Party talks and claims that it will no longer be
bound to any agreements.

January 11, 2010 North Korea proposed talks with the U.S. to reach a formal peace treaty that
would replace the treaty that halted the Korean War 57 years ago.

Eradicating poverty and hunger in Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

Date Description of event

1995 DPRK suffers from floods that destroyed approximately 50% of the national crop
production, and receives large-scale international food deliveries.

1996 Floods affect DPRK’s agriculture.

1997 Drought, typhoons, and tidal wave result DPRK’s one of the worst crop

productions in years.

1999 United Nations reports that DPRK needs to implement appropriate measures in
agricultural practices to become self-sufficient in grains.

January 2000 21 UNOs and NGOs in the North release a statement to complain DPRK’s
restrictions on their work.

2002 DPRK allows private farmers’ markets and a wider range of foods to be traded
internally, in an attempt to alleviate poor living conditions of North Koreans.
However, in October 2005, DPRK out an end to most of these policies.

November 20, 2003 UN Agencies ask for $221 million as an international aid to North Korea, stating
that DPRK is in “chronic emergency” state.

December 2005 DPRK terminated most humanitarian assistance operations and restricted those
from international and non-governmental organizations.

August 7, 2007 Devastating flood hits North Korea, and the government requests for
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international help. Funds were raised for the North.

May 2008 U.S. agreed to supply 500,000 metric tons of food to North Korea through the
World Food Programme and other U.S. NGOs, but DPRK rejected further
assistance from the U.S. in March 2009.

Ensuring basic human rights of the citizens of Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

Date Description of event

Year/Time Dependent International organizations such as the Human Rights Watch (HRW) and
Amnesty International (Al) submits and publishes news articles and reports on
the human rights issues in North Korea.

December 10, 1945 The United Nations General Assembly adopts the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

October 2001 The U.S. Committee for Human Rights in North Korea was established.

2004 U.S.A. adopts the North Korean Human Rights Act of 2004.

February 20, 2008 South Korean NGO reported that DPRK publicly executed 13 women and 2 men
who attempted to cross the border to China.

February 25, 2009 The U.S. Department of State issues 2008 Human Rights Report: Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea.

April 14, 2009 China suggested a two-year human rights action plan in DPRK, but North Korea
rejected the plan as “unjust” and said it would boycott Six-Party Talks.

November 19, 2009 The United Nations passed and adopted a resolution highly critical of the human
rights situation in DPRK, sponsored by ROK, the U.S., Japan, and more than 50
other member nations.

December 1, 2009 South Korea’s President Lee Myung-bak calls for human rights talks in North

Korea.

UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

Maintaining peace and security in the Korean Peninsula

Resolutions — 82-84, 88, 90 (1950) — Resolution 82 found the government of the Republic of
Korea the lawfully established government over the area that the United Nations Temporary Commission
of Korea (UNTCK) found to constitute Korea. It went on to ask North Korea to withdraw forces to the 38"
parallel, and to then communicate its recommendations on the situation, and an immediate cessation of

hostilities.

Resolution 83 further asked for peace, as the latest attack on the Republic of Korea by North

Korean forces was a breach of the peace. It again urged the North Koreans to withdraw to the 38"
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parallel and immediate cessation of hostilities. It was noted that North Korea’s failure to comply with

Resolution 82, military measures was urgent in order to restore international peace and security.

Resolution 84 was created once the attack of South Korea by the North was deemed a breach of
peace. It urged member states to provide military assistance, and allow it then to be unified under the
United States of America. Once this had passed, Resolution 85 could be adopted which authorized the
UN Command under General Douglas MacArthur to support the Korean civilian population, and
requested that specialized agencies, appropriate subsidiary bodies of the UN and appropriate non-
governmental organizations support the UN Command in doing so.

Resolution 88, adopted on November 8, 1950, in accordance with rule 39 of the provisional rules
of procedure, the Council summoned a representative of the People's Republic of China to be present
during the discussion by the Council of the special report of the United Nations Command in Korea.

Finally, Resolution 90 adopted unanimously on January 31, 1951, resolved to remove the item
“Complaint of aggression upon the Republic of Korea” from the list of matters of which the council is

seized.

Resolution 825 (1993) — The resolution 825 called upon North Korea to reconsider its decision
to withdraw from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and allow weapons inspectors from the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) into the country, after it had previously refused entry. On
January 30, 1992, North Korea officially signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) which
allowed inspections to begin in June 1992. However, the IAEA was not satisfied that North Korea had
fully disclosed its plutonium production and requested access to certain facilities. Due to this, and North
Korea’s refusal to allow complete inspection in two suspected nuclear waste sites, North Korea withdrew
from the NPT. After direct negotiations with the United States, North Korea changed its earlier decision
to withdraw from the treaty and weapons inspections resumed, though not under the full terms. In
October 1994, the ongoing negotiations resulted in the Agreed Framework in which North Korea agreed
to the original 1992 IAEA safeguards and to freeze and dismantle its nuclear reactors and other facilities
under the supervision of the IAEA in exchange for light water reactors.

Resolution 1695 (2006) — The resolution 1695 was adopted unanimously by the United Nations
Security Council on July 15, 2006. It bans all UN member states from selling material or technology for
missiles or weapons of mass destruction to North Korea, and from receiving missiles, banned weapons
or technology from Pyongyang. It also called on North Korea to rejoin the six-party talks and refrain from

conducting further missile and nuclear tests.

Resolution 1718 (2006) — The resolution 1718 was passed under Chapter VII, Article 41, of the
UN Charter. It imposes a series of economic and commercial sanctions on North Korea in the aftermath

of the nation's claimed nuclear test of October 9, 2006. The sanctions include:
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North Korea cannot conduct any further nuclear tests or ballistic missile launches, abandon
all nuclear weapons and programs, and suspend all ballistic missile activities.

North Korea must return to the six-party talks without delay.

Shipments of cargo going to and from North Korea may be stopped and inspected for
weapons of mass destruction or associated items.

A ban is placed on imports and exports of battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, large
calibre artillery systems, combat aircraft, attack helicopters, warships, missiles or missile
systems, related materiel including spare parts and any other items identified by the sanctions
committee.

UN member states must freeze the overseas assets of individuals and companies involved
with North Korea’s weapons programmes. An international travel ban is also placed on
programme employees and their families.

UN members are banned from exporting luxury goods to North Korea.

Resolution 1874 (2009) — The resolution 1874 was passed by the Security Council and
condemned the 25 May nuclear test by North Korea and extended the sanctions to include:

Authorizing member states to inspect, "in accordance with their national authorities and
legislation, and consistent with international law," North Korean cargo on land, sea, and air,
and to destroy any goods suspected of being connected to the nuclear programme.

Requiring the North Korean government to return immediately to the six-party talks and
renounce its announcement of withdrawal from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.
Preventing financial services that could contribute to the nuclear or ballistic missile related
programmes.

Instructing member states not to provide financial assistance to the North Korean nuclear
programme, or enter into loans with the country, except for humanitarian or developmental
reasons.

Extending the arms embargo on North Korea by banning all weapons exports from the
country and most imports, with an exception to small arms, light weapons and related
material — though member states must notify the Security Council five days prior to selling the
weapons.

Demanding that North Korea halt its nuclear weapons program and conduct no further
nuclear or missile tests.

Asking member states to notify the Council of steps they are taking to implement the
sanctions within 45 days.

Affirming the Security Council's commitment to a peaceful, diplomatic resolution to the
situation.

General Assembly Resolution A/RES/62/5 (2007) — The General Assembly encouraged the

inter-Korean summit held from 2-4 October 2007 and the Declaration on the Advancement of North-
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South Korean Relations, Peace and Prosperity adopted on 4 October 2007 by the leaders of the two
nations. It went on to ask the Koreas to implement the Declaration fully and faithfully, and concluded with
inviting other member states to support and assist the dialogue, reconciliation and reunification.

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (1968) — The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NNPT) is
a treaty to limit the spread of nuclear weapons. It was opened for signature on July 1, 1968, with now
189 countries signed on. Five of these countries have nuclear weapons and are also the five permanent
members of the Security Council (United States, Russia, United Kingdom, France and China). There are
only four states which have not signed the treaty (India, Israel, Pakistan and North Korea), and three of
which have openly tested and declared their possession of nuclear weapons (India, Pakistan and North
Korea). As stated above, North Korea agreed to the treaty at first, but then violated it and withdrew in
2003. The treaty is interpreted as a three pillar system, which are non-proliferation, disarmament, and
the right to peacefully use nuclear technology. The treaty was originally created with a limited 25 year

range, but a consensus was reached in 1995 to extend the treaty indefinitely.
Eradicating poverty and hunger in Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

General Assembly Resolution A/RES/47/196 (1993) — This resolution passed on 31°* of March,
1993 calls for an annual International Day of Poverty. Although Korea is not directly mentioned, the
resolution aims to help all those living in poverty, including the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

United Nations Millennium Development Goals (2000) — In September 2000, the United
Nations Millennium Declaration was written, which asks for global partnerships in order to reduce
extreme poverty and setting out a series of time-bound targets that have become known as the
Millennium Development Goals. The goals are based upon the five targets of: ending poverty and
hunger, universal education, gender equality, child health, maternal health, combating HIV/AIDS,
environmental sustainability, and global partnerships. Through these Goals, the Democratic People's
Republic of Korean citizens will be aided in the fight to eradicate poverty and hunger.

Ensuring basic human rights of the citizens of Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

General Assembly A/HRC/4/15, Al62/264, A/IHRC/7/20, A/IHRC/10/18 (2007-2009) — The above
mentioned General Assembly documents are not resolutions on the matter, but are reports on the
human rights violations in Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in collaboration with the Human Rights
Commission. They are written in a period spanning from February 2007, to August 2007, to February
2008 and 2009. All talk of the increasing matter of human rights violations in the Peninsula, involving
acts of murder, imprisonment, forced labor and starvation. The report also states solutions to the larger

problem, as well as short term solutions.

General Assembly A/RES/63/190 (2009) — This resolution of the General Assembly, written at

the sixty-third session, on 24 February 2009 talks of the situation of human rights in the Democratic
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People’s Republic of Korea. It reminds the house of the duties they have by following the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. The action taken in this resolution varies from talks with the respective
governments, asking for humanitarian assistance, as well as actions that should be taken against those

who violate human rights.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) - The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights is a declaration adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on December 10, 1948 in Paris.
It arose directly from the experience of the Second World War and represents the first global expression
of rights to which all human beings are entitled. It consists of 30 articles which have been elaborated in
subsequent international treaties, regional human rights instruments, national constitutions and laws.
The International Bill of Human Rights consists of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights and its two Optional Protocols. In 1966 the General Assembly adopted the two
detailed Covenants, which complete the International Bill of Human Rights. This may not be directly
related to the Korean Peninsula, but because of this Declaration, human rights in the world may be

ensured.
Promoting environmental sustainability in the Korean Peninsula

Economic and Social Council E/CN.4/2006/35 (2006)— This ECOSOC report was written on
23" January 2006 outlining the human rights violations in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
with the collaboration of the Human Rights Commission, on the question of the violation of human rights
and fundamental freedom in any part of the world. The report gives an overview of the situation in DPR
Korea with specific and general concerns, and its impact on the people of DPRK. It goes on to discuss
the aftermath of the Korean War with ramifications such as family reunification, food security, asylum,
refugee protection and assistance. To conclude, the report states various recommendations in regarding

visits to DPR Korea, and recommendations on the situation as a whole.

General Assembly A/RES/63/187 (2009) — This resolution of the General Assembly, passed on
the 17™ of March, 2009 discusses the right to food for all. It recalls the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights which highlights the right to sufficient food, as well as the Universal Declaration on the Eradication
of Hunger and Malnutrition, and the first Millennium Goal to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. The
resolution goes on to express its concern at the increasing number of those living without sufficient food
and water worldwide. The action taken includes urgent measures need to be taken at all levels in order
to stop this atrocity, reaffirms the right to food regardless of race or gender, calls for the help from

various NGOs and reaffirms the need for awareness programs.
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